A Bill to prohibit the widespread use of sirens on Federal Highways has been introduced into the Nigerian Senate by Senator Silas Jafna… and gained wide support. There is currently abuse of sirens by self-important drivers, who assert power over other road users, dispersing them with the status-symbolic noise of their sirens. Effective though this may be, it is also a cause of many accidents to those who scatter too slowly and spreads unnecessary noise along the highway. Although the citizenry had to tolerate such abuses during the Military Dictatorships, this behaviour now has no place in the newly democratic Nigeria.
There will be exceptions to the ban, especially the 41 Nigerians who are either President, Vice President, Senate President, Speaker of the House of Representatives, Chief Justice of the Federation and the 36 State Governors. These will be permitted to continue to make siren noise to reflect their status, although some wise Senators wished use to be restricted to emergency vehicles only.
Is there is a connection between making noise and feeling powerful? Whether it is the satisfying slap of an axe cutting into a tree, the noise of the modified motor bike silencer, the noise of the hi-fi cocooning you in your own space, where you are in total charge, or the same noise giving you an entrée into the lives of your neighbours, perhaps with complete control over their comfort. This is illustrated with appalling realism in the recent novel "Noise Abatement" 1 , describing how a couple are driven to physical and mental illness by the occupants of the apartment above them, the boomerang revenge which is finally taken, and its ruinous consequences. "Noise Abatement" should be compulsory reading for, at least, all who work in the environmental noise sector, as an illustration of what might happen and of the dangers of neglecting calls for help.
The devastating effects of noise into your home cannot be fully appreciated until you have been forced to live with it, but this book helps to dispel any doubt that it is insupportable, abhorrent and must not be neglected by environmental authorities, however they may prefer to concentrate on the softer options in their work. 
